


State Rep. Robert Sprague, R-Findlay, said he has told company executives how much 
Ohio wants to keep the plant. Gov. John Kasich also has approached Cooper, trying to 
find solutions to keep Cooper's Findlay plant open, Sprague said.

"It may be that Cooper has some real serious financial issues," Hannum said. The serious 
financial issues may be in the future, not the present, he said. It may be that Cooper fears 
it will not be competitive if it gives in to union demands, he said.

"Cooper sounds like it's pretty serious," Hannum said. 

Because Cooper already has publicly stated negotiations are at an impasse, meeting with 
Findlay workers may be contrary to its strategy from a legal and negotiating perspective, 
Hannum said.

The union, on the other hand, probably wants to chip away at the idea of an impasse and 
wants Cooper to concede on more of its points, Hannum said. But it sounds like an uphill 
battle for the union, he said.

"It sounds like the union will have to come close to Cooper's last, best and final offer for 
Cooper to be willing to meet," he said.
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